
Wright v Gibbons [1949] 

Evidence 

Co-possession of real estate and whether a deed transferring a joint tenancy to one of the 
other joint residents parted the tenure. 

The three sisters, Gibbons, collectively were the owners of the real estate. Afterward, the 
two of them tried to break the lease by signing a contract according to which they reassigned 
their possession to each other. Consequently, the rental fee was to become a common lease. 
Later, when the two sisters who made this agreement died, the remaining sister attempted 
to refute this previous assumption, stating that the co-rent lasted. 

Problematics 

When a shared leaseholder estranges their regard in the other party, this leads to stopping 
the initial mutual rental. 

Resolution 

The High Court ruled against sister Gibbons and stated that if the collective renter conveys 
his interests to a third party, the latter becomes the common renter, not the collective renter. 
Furthermore, this is true despite that the collective renter conveyed all or part of his interest.  

Hence, the outcome of recording a conveyance of collective ownership involvement in a 
lease is to sever the lease by uniting the renters of both parties in cases with two common 
renters or in circumstances with three or more common renters. Then it is the renter who, if 
their interests have been dissevered, becomes one common renter, while the others 
preserve their status as collective renters. The point of this is that the effect of the death of 
the collective renter is that his or her interest thus disappears, while the other collective 
renters encounter a corresponding extension of their interests. 
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